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 SHARING THE GOOD THINGS HAPPENING IN THE LIFE OF OUR CHURCH 

 
 

“I call you, ‘Friends’!” 
 

As a young man just starting out in the world, I remember my father saying, “Son, if you can count on 
one hand the number of friends you have, consider yourself fortunate.”  He meant by this, not merely 
acquaintances, or associates, but genuine friends.  The writer of Proverbs put it this way, “A man of 
many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother” [Proverbs 
18:24].  A true friend is someone who accepts you as you are.  Despite your deficiencies.  A friend does 
not take you for granted, or uses you to his advantage.  Rather, he considers you a blessing.    

In other words, the old saying, “Friends may come and go” is not a good analogy.  Friends are friends 
forever!   In John, chapter 15, Jesus uses the Greek word, , whose root is the word for “brotherly 
love.”  In the preceding chapter, the Lord had informed His disciples that He must go up to Jerusalem 
where He will be betrayed and handed over to the chief priests and scribes and will be put to death.  
Obviously, they were perplexed and greatly troubled upon hearing this, but Jesus assured them saying, 
“No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called 
friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you” [John 15:15].   
 

I take this to mean that a true friend does not withhold.  He does not dismiss.  He is forthright, honest and 
above board.  You don’t mince words.  A willingness to be brutally honest, but always with a healthy 
dose of grace and forbearance.  That is what I have always tried to do when developing a rapport with 
someone.  As friends, we share equally in a partnership in service to our Lord.  In that sense, we truly are 
“closer than a brother” (i.e., a relative).  In a very real sense, we are “blood brothers” made possible by 
way of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.   
A good many of our beloved friends have departed for the summer.  Most will not return until the fall.  
You will be sorely missed.  But of this we can be certain.  Each of us will hold fast to the knowledge that 
we have a bond of friendship, a kindred spirit, linked by our shared love of Christ Jesus.  For just as it 
says, “A cord of three strands is not easily broken” [Ecclesiastes 4:12].  
 

This much I have learned from my father’s wise statement.  To be a true friend, one must be willing to 
become vulnerable!  You must be willing to share in one another’s burdens.  To be a friend means 
“being on call” as opposed to “call waiting”!   
 

Have a care, 
 

Pastor Cooper 



Finance Committee Report 
 

For the month of May our unrestricted contributions 
were $24,615.17 and our expenses were $23,642.38 
 

Facilities Maintenance Fund 
 

Contributions to the Facilities Maintenance Fund totaled 
$50.00 for the month of May. This fund is used for 
building and maintenance expenses and to cover 
emergency costs that may arise. 
        Your Finance Committee 
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George Masters   06/01 
Jim Keinath    06/04 
June Griesemer   06/04 
Lois Flanagan    06/05 
*Earl Gossard    06/08 
Helen Olien    06/11 
Don McIlheron   06/12 
Elaine Shiflet    06/13 
Nancy Snider    06/13 
Gary Bair    06/14 
Marshall Bohm   06/14 
*Carroll Simmons   06/14 
Ed Knox    06/17 
*Carol Jones    06/21 
Ruth Lasco    06/24 
Lynn Nessen    06/24 
*Dave Pflepsen   06/24 
Mary Jo Utter    06/24 
Anne Bakos    06/25 
Wayne Adams    06/29 
Jim Anderson    06/30 
Linda Cormany   06/30 
Rose Kast    06/30 

*Doug & Ree Benson   06/03 
Jim & Esther Allen   06/09 
*Dave & Betti Pflepsen  06/10 
*Pastor Bob & Barb Thompson 06/11 
David & Anita McKenney  06/13 
Carl & Helen Olien   06/13 
Larry & Barbara Laursen  06/14 
Earl & Nelsine Ellsworth  06/17 
Lowell & Darlene Coulson  06/18 
Jim & Gwen Keinath   06/24 
Ned & Pat Davis   06/30 
Jerry & (*Nancy) Savold  06/30 

June                          
Birthdays 

 

   June                                  
Anniversaries 

“Prayer Blankets” 
JoAnn Smith, has lovingly prepared prayer    
blankets for each member that had  surgery      
during the past 5+ years. She is going to retire 
in September. We want to thank her for her        
faithfulness and wish her well. This means we  
are in need of someone who would like to take   
on this very much needed ministry. Please put  
this need to prayer and if you or someone you 
know would be willing, please call the  church 
office. (623-975-9038) 

 

 

Often when WE LOSE HOPE and THINK this 
is  the END, GOD SMILES and SAYS, 

“RELAX, it’s JUST a BEND!” 



“Need Washing” 
 

 
A little girl had been shopping with her Mom in Walmart. She must have been 6 years old, this beautiful red  
haired, freckle faced image of innocence. 
 

It was pouring outside. The kind of rain that gushes over the top of rain gutters, so much in a hurry to hit the 
earth it has no time to flow down the spout...We all stood there, under the awning, just inside the door of the 
Walmart. We waited, some patiently, others irritated because nature messed up their hurried day. 
 

I am always mesmerized by rainfall. I got lost in the sound and sight of the heavens washing away the dirt and 
dust of the world. Memories of running, splashing so carefree as a child came pouring in as a welcome reprieve 
from the worries of my day. 
 

Her little voice was so sweet as it broke the hypnotic trance we were all caught in, ‘Mom let’s run through the 
rain,’ she said. ‘What?’ Mom asked. Let’s run through the rain!’ she repeated. 
‘No, honey. We’ll wait until it slows down a bit,’ Mom replied. 
This young child waited a minute and repeated: ‘Mom, let’s run through the rain…’ 
‘We’ll get soaked if we do,’ Mom said. 
 

‘No, we won’t, Mom. That’s not what you said this morning,’ the young girl said as she tugged at her Mom’s arm.  
‘This morning? When did I say we could run through the rain and not get wet?’ 
‘Don’t you remember? When you were talking to Daddy about his cancer, you said, ‘If God can get us through 
this, He can get us through anything!’ 
 

The entire crowd stopped dead silent...I swear you couldn’t hear anything but the rain...We all stood silently.     
No one left. Mom paused and thought for a moment about what she would say. 
 

Now some would laugh it off and scold her for being silly. Some might even ignore what was said. But this was a        
moment of affirmation in a young child’s life. A time when innocent trust can be nurtured so that it will bloom  
into faith. 
 

‘Honey, you are absolutely right. Let’s run through the rain. If GOD let’s us get wet, well maybe we just need         
washing,’ Mom said. Then off they ran. We all stood watching, smiling and laughing as they darted past the cars       
and yes, through the puddles. They got soaked. They were followed by a few who screamed and laughed like     
children all the way to their cars. And yes, I did. I ran. I got wet. I needed washing. 
 

Circumstances or people can take away your material possessions, they can take away your money, and they can 
take away your health. But no one can ever take away your precious memories...So, don’t forget to make time and 
take the opportunities to make memories everyday. 
 

To everything there is a season and a time to every purpose under heaven. 
 

I HOPE YOU STILL TAKE THE TIME TO RUN THROUGH  THE RAIN. 
 

They say it takes a minute to find a special person, an hour to appreciate them, a day to love them but then an   
entire life to forget them. 

 
Take the time to live!!! 

Keep in touch with your friends, you never know when you’ll need each other-- 
 

And, don’t forget to run in the rain!           
 

Sent to us by Dick Sleeman 
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Father’s Day 

Men’s Breakfast  
Tivoli Gardens 
8:00 AM 

Men’s Bible Study 
8:00 AM 
NW Conference 
Room 

Ukulele Group 
1:00 PM 

Ukulele Group 
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 EPC General Assembly          Fair Oaks Presbyterian Church           Sacramento, California 
                                         Pastor Cooper and Sammie will be attending 


